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Welcome to the Elliott & Rice book which accompanies the family tree I have created. 
Approximately two years of research has gone into finding the following information. 

Every care has been taken to create an accurate document. In some cases there is a 
slight discrepancy between birth dates, which is mostly due to the baptism date being 
recorded as the birth date. There are also variations in spellings of names, which in 
many cases was due to illiteracy. After all, it’s only a recent thing that most people can 
read and write. All information is subject to change should new information come to 
light, but at the time of writing everything is accurate. 

On each listing I focus on the paternal side but I also cover the maternal side too. 
If you get confused either take a look at the section of the tree printed in this book, 
or refer to the family tree. At the end, I then combine Walter Rice and Ethel Elliott’s 
history along with their children.

I have sourced as many photographs as possible. In some cases, I have converted 
black and white photographs into colour for better clarity. In this case it might appear 
like they were taken later than they were. 

I hope you will enjoy this book and better still share it with any other relatives, 
especially future generations. After all, without the people in this book none of us 
would be alive to read it in the first place. 

I am continuing to work on the full tree, which currently has over 1,000 people in it. 
I haven’t added many people who are currently alive due to privacy, but if you wish to 
be added please contact me with your information (year of birth/spouse/children etc) 
and I’ll gladly do so. Anyone who is living will automatically be shown as ‘private’ for 
privacy. 

To view the tree go to https://bit.ly/303wMaa (take care to type in exactly). As there 
are lots of different people in the tree, it may only show a small section at a time. 
There is a search option at the side which is quite helpful. If you have any trouble 
viewing it please email r.oflaherty78@gmail.com.
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ELLIOTT 

The name Elliott has broad origins that include Scotland, England, France and 
Northern Ireland. Most sources attribute Elliott to Old English culture, stemming 
from the words ‘Aelelyoo’ and ‘Aeoelgeat’. Both of these words can mean “noble 
combat” or “noble great”.

Another theory is Elliott derives from the Old Gaelic names of “Elleach,” “Elloch,” 
and “Eloth.” This meant someone who lived by a river or similar natural structure. 

Alternative spellings of Elliott include Elliotte, Elleiott, Eilliot, Yelliott, Eilliott, Eilioitt, 
Eelliott, Elliotta, Elliotty, Elliot, Eliott, Eliot. In the records I’ve found of our family 
history, I have found some Elliotts have also spelt their name ‘Ellett’ too. 

The research in this book was greatly helped by the discovery of another book called 
‘The Descendants of John and Jemima Elliott’ by Vivienne M Halton. It features 
partial family trees of our ancestors. I was then able to use this information to go 
even further back. The book is about Gypsy life, which the majority of Elliotts on the 
paternal line relate to. 

Before I get into our ancestors specifically, here is some background on the origins of 
Gypsies. 

People were nomads for 99% of our history, travelling around to survive. About 
10,000 years ago, people realised that if they grew crops, harvested and stored them, 
they would have a better chance of surviving hard times. Settled farming became the 
norm, but not everyone changed their ways. Many people didn’t want to settle down, 
or faced bad harvests. Droughts, floods or war would send them back on the move. 

In Britain, nomadic people were well established by about 1,000 AD. Some 
travellers worked the land and others were musicians and storytellers who brought 
entertainment and news to the people of the countryside. Some were horse dealers, 
tinsmiths and metal workers. For centuries they lived in tents and travelled mostly on 
foot. Meanwhile, people thousands of miles away called the Roma or Romanies had 
been travelling West, starting from Northwest India. 

The word Roma comes from an old word ‘Rom’, which means man or husband. It 
isn’t related to Rome or Romania as is commonly thought. In the late 1400s, a group 
arrived in Scotland and they were received by King James IIII . They told fortunes 
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and had exotic looking clothes, darker skin and an Indian language. They were known 
as ‘Romani’ and stood out from everybody else, and were referred to as ‘Egyptians’, a 
word that eventually turned into ‘Gypsies’. 

As time went on, Gypsies did much of the same work as other travellers. Some were 
specialists in other trades like wickerwork, charcoal burning, even pearl fishing and 
snake catching. In the 1500s and 1600s, there were attempts to expel them from the 
land. In some cases, people were deported across the sea or even hanged for being 
Gypsies. But by the 1700s, Romany Gypsies lived all over Britain. Some families 
mixed with the Travellers who were already here. In England and Wales, most 
nomads lived in tents made from sticks stood in the ground with canvas on top. But 
some Gypsies and Travellers put their tents on flat carts to keep them off the cold wet 
ground, and the Traveller wagon was born.

A map of Gypsy migration I found suggests they originated in India in 900-1100, 
travelling through Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey. They then snaked through 
the rest of Europe arriving in England in around 1430. 

If you’re wondering how Elliott can have Old English connections when our ancestors 
came from other places, here’s the explanation. When Gypsies arrived in England 
from North India in the 15th century, they had to have surnames so they took on 
names they’d heard in the local population. 
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Thomas Elliott & Isabella ?

We begin the history of the Elliott’s in a small parish called Willoughby On The Wolds 
in Nottinghamshire. The earliest traceable member of the Elliott lineage is Thomas 
Elliott who was born here in 1680. Little is known about Thomas, other than his 
spouse was a woman named Isabella.

To this day only around 500 residents live there, and most of the houses look fairly 
new, so it’s likely that in Thomas and Isabella’s time, there would have been very little 
here apart from fields and a church. 

In 1705 Thomas and Isabella had a child called John Elliott, who was also born in 
Willoughby On The Wolds in Nottinghamshire. The only information available is that 
Isabella died in 1719 and Thomas Elliott died in 1720.

I have no concrete proof Thomas and Isabella were specifically Gypsies. However, it’s 
highly likely given the research I found for the subsequent generations. The following 
excerpt called ‘The Trouble With Gypsies In Early Modern England’ written by 
David Cressy at Cambridge University, sheds some light on conditions for Gypsies in 
Nottinghamshire where Thomas and Isabella lived. 

“A complex episode from Nottinghamshire in 1591 shows Gypsies in collision with the 
law, and magistrates in conflict with each other, as they tried to decide how to handle 
them. As often happens in such cases, the documents shed more light on the authorities 
themselves than on the subjects of their attention. 

The difficulties began in April 1591 when justices William Cardinal and Anthony 
Neville arrested large numbers of transients, ‘called of some Egyptians’, who were 
suspected of local crimes. Gypsy bands more than a hundred strong had gathered 
around Nottinghamshire villages as they travelled on the Great North Road towards 
Gainsborough Fair. Villagers accused the Gypsies of pilferage, so the magistrates set them 
in stir. The Gypsy leader Thomas Jackson stood out with his distinctive blue coat.” 
 
John Elliott & Esther (aka Easter) Elliott

John Elliott was born in 1705 in Willoughby On The Wolds and is the only 
documented child of Thomas Elliott and Isabella. We know that both John’s parents 
died when he was around the age of 14. Though given the short life expectancy of 
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people living in England at the time, this was not uncommon.

The next record we have of John Elliott is his marriage to Esther (sometimes written 
as Easter) Elliott on the 27th Dec 1722 in Cirencester, Gloucestershire. 

The distance between Willoughby On The Wolds and Cirencester is 95 miles. It is 
likely John and Esther met while travelling with their respected families. After further 
research, I found Cirencester has been a location for Gypsy horse fairs since 1476. It 
attracts hundreds of sightseers to Stow on the Wold twice a year. Gypsies gather from 
all corners of England for a meet and greet. Horses are paraded and sold. 

John Elliott and Esther had five children called Anne Elliott (1735-?), Thomas Elliott 
(1735-1736), John Elliott (1740-?), Edward Elliott (1743-1802), and William Elliott 
(1747-?). 
 
In a removal Order dated 1st August 1733, John Elliott & Easter, his wife, and 
children are conveyed from Gunby, Lincs to the parish of Willoughby on the Wolds, 
Notts, his last legal place of settlement - Lincs Poor Law KSB EA/1736/40.

It’s possible John and Esther had more children that were listed, given the removal 
order was before five of their children that we do know about were born. 

Each parish was responsible to pay for the relief of its own poor. Everyone had a 
parish of settlement and that was the one liable. If you were not born in a parish you 
only acquired settlement rights under certain circumstances, such as having worked 
in the parish for a year. Or if a woman married a man that came from the parish.

If the parish thought that you were likely to become a burden and you did not have 
settlement rights then they could obtain a removal order. The most likely case was if 
you become unemployed or sick or for unmarried women who got pregnant. With a 
removal order, you would be escorted back to your parish of settlement.

Esther died 1767 back in Willoughby On The Wolds. There is no death record for 
John. 
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 St Mary & All Saints’ Church, in Willoughby On The Wolds. 
The church is Grade I listed and dates back to the 13th century. 

‘A Gypsy Encampment’ by Leghe Suthers. Painted in 1893.

John & Esther Elliott Marriage Banns, 1722
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Stow on the Wold horse fair, 1976. The site has held two horse fairs here every year 
since 1476.

Edward Elliott & Mary Smart

Edward Elliott was the fourth child born to John Elliott and Esther Elliott in 1743. 
Like his parents and grandparents before him, Edward was also born in Willoughby 
On The Wolds.  
 
Edward married Mary Smart on 7th March 1763. Mary was born in the same area in 
1745. This the first point at which I’m able to build some background on an Elliott 
spouse. Mary’s parents were Sarah Marie Robinson (1716-1771) and Edward Smart 
(1708-?), both of whom were born in Kettleby, Leicestershire. The Smart family can 
be traced to a woman known only as Isabell who was born in 1654.

Edward Elliott and Mary Smart had three sons John Elliott (1764-1841), Thomas 
Elliott (1775-?), and William Elliott (1775-?). 
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Edward died in 1802 aged 59. There is no death record for Mary Smart.  
 
In Vivienne’s book, she notes: “A present day descendant has said that the Elliott’s go 
back a long way and that it was on record that in 1746 a Mrs Elliott with three children 
was stopping in Coate’s Lane on the borders of Nottinghamshire. She was in a rod tent, 
or bender as they are now called and had three boys. 

He said it was also on record that in 1796 an Elliott family was camping four miles 
further up the road. Joe Elliott, son of Edward (bap 1802) said that his ancestors 
squatted on ‘The Lords Waste’ at Willoughby, Leicestershire and that he and his father 
before him could stay there whenever they liked in consequence.”

John Elliott & Jemima Smith

John Elliott was born in 1764 and was the eldest child of Edward Elliott and Mary 
Smart. He was born in Willoughby, Lincolnshire which is the first time we see our 
ancestors base themselves in a different location.

In 1791 aged 30, John Elliott married Jemima Smith who also went by the name 
Mimah. Jemima was born in Medbourne, Leicestershire in 1770. I could only trace 
Jemima back one generation to her parents which were Joshua Smith (1745-?) and 
Lydia Sedgely (1743-1789) who was born in Shadwell, Lincolnshire. 

John and Jemima had 13 children together which included Ann Elliott (1797-1877), 
Maria Elliott (1798-1879), Nancy Elliott (1799-?), John Elliott (1800-1856), Edward 
Elliott (1802-1879), Mary aka Polly Elliott (1803-1879), Thomas Elliott (1806-1829), 
Lydia Elliott (1808-1892), Joseph Elliott (1810-?), William Elliott (1812-1881), 
Richard Elliott (1814-?), Jemima Elliott (1816-1849), and Samual Elliott (1819-?).

The book about the Elliott’s was written about John and his wife Jemima Smith, and 
on the cover was a picture of them both which I’ve included too. What also comes to 
light at this point is their various run-ins with the law.

In a Settlement Examination of 1815, ‘John Ellit’ is described as a rogue and 
vagabond. His trades include a chimney sweeper, tinker and chair bottom maker. He 
was apprehended in the parish of Ponton with his wife and nine children all in the 
same tent which was pitched in Hike Dike Road. He believed his settlement to be in 
the Parish of Willoughby where he resided since his birth in the winter season, going 
out in the summer season to follow in the above trades. His son John is examined at
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John Elliott & Jemima Smith. Four generations back from Ethel Elliott (1887-1957).

the same time. - Extracted from Lincs Poor Law

On the 18th October 1847, 18-year-old Thomas Elliott, son of Thomas Elliott (1806-
1829) and grandson of John and Jemima was convicted of stealing a horse at the 
Holland Sessions in Boston. The courts had the choice between whippings, fines, 
imprisonment, transportation or death for convicts. 

Thomas is sentenced to 10 years transportation. He sailed on a ship called Rodney on 
the 19th September 1851, heading to Van Diemen’s Land (now known as Tasmania) 
off the southern coast of Australia. Thomas was one of 300 convicts on the ship.

Here’s an extract I found from The Maritime Museum of Tasmania that explains 
further: “When Britain lost its American colonies in 1776 she also lost a handy 
depository for unwanted convicts. The criminal population had been rising exponentially 
as a result of major social upheavals caused by the Industrial Revolution – and Britain’s 
gaols were overflowing. The creation of convict colonies at Sydney Cove in 1788, 
followed by Van Diemen’s Land in 1803, was a solution to this problem.
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Thomas Elliott is found guilty of stealing a horse in 1847. He is sentenced 
to 10 years transportation.
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Seventy-five thousand convicts arrived in Van Diemen’s Land before transportation 
ended in 1868 and Van Diemen’s Land became Tasmania. Many convicts obtained 
tickets of leave after seven years but remained in exile for the terms of their natural 
lives. However, their families were often able to join them and they could purchase land. 
Given these opportunities were never available to them in Britain, many prospered. 
Nowadays many Tasmanians are proud of their convict ancestry.”

Thomas Elliott died in 1905 in Queensland, Australia which would have made him 
around 76 at the time of death. I couldn’t find any marriage or children listed for 
Thomas. The Australian census records don’t state where the person was born so I was 
unable to narrow this down to find his family. But, if I ever come across any further 
information about Thomas I’ll add this onto the Ancestry tree.

Back home in England, Thomas’s grandfather John Elliott died in 1841 aged 87 in 
either North Witham Lincolnshire or Whatton In The Vale, Nottinghamshire (records 
differ between Vivienne’s book and Ancestry). Jemima Smith died aged 77 in 1847 in 
Willoughby On The Wolds, Nottinghamshire which is where previous generations of 
the Elliotts resided. They likely continued to travel back and forth here throughout 
their lives.

Edward Elliott & Mercy Smith

Edward Elliott was the fifth child born to John Elliott and Jemima Smith in 1802 in 
Willoughby in Lincolnshire. While the location sounds similar to Willoughby On The 
Wolds, it is in fact in Lincolnshire, not Nottinghamshire. 

On the 26th September 1825, Edward married Mary Smith in Buckminster, 
Leicestershire.  

Mercy (also known as Martha or Mary) Smith was born in Great Ponton, 
Lincolnshire to William Smith and Juday Brown. It’s likely Edward and Mercy met at 
a similar Gypsy horse fair held in Leicestershire similar to the Elliotts before them.  
 
Edward and Mercy had 13 children named William Elliott (1827-1828), James Elliott 
(1829-1903), Francis Elliott (1839-1913), Charlotte Elliott (1833-1924), Samuel Elliott 
(1834-?), Joseph Elliott (1837-1924), Julia Elliott (1839-1878), Sarah Elliott (1839-?), 
Arnold Elliott (1842-1924), John Elliott (1844-1844), Jemima Elliott (1846-1905), 
Harriet Elliott (1848-?), and Christopher Elliott (1851-1875). 
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Ethel’s father
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Edward’s occupation was a horse dealer. In the 1861 census, Edward and Mercy were 
living with 15 others in Alford. This includes all of their children ranging from age 
two to 30 as well as two boarders called John Smith and Sarah Brown. Edward is 
listed as the head of the family and their collective occupation was ‘Gypsies’. 

Edward Elliott died on 25th December 1879 in Brackenborough Road Louth, 
Lincolnshire aged 77. This was four years after the death of his youngest child 
Christopher in 1875. Mercy died in 1879 also aged 77 in Louth, Lincolnshire.  
 
Arnold Elliott & Selina Charlotte (aka Smith/Clayton)

Arnold Elliott was born in 1842 in Waddington, Lincolnshire. He was the ninth out 
of 11 children born to Edward Elliott and Mercy (aka Martha or Mary) Smith. When 
Arnold was baptised his address was listed as ‘encamped on the Mere’. There is a 
‘Mere Road’ in Waddington and the houses look fairly new, so it’s possible back when 
Arnold was born this was just a patch of land known as ‘the Mere’ where his family 
camped on. 

Each of Arnold’s siblings was born in different locations around Lincolnshire. As it 
is in today’s times, Gypsies were social misfits and frequently got in trouble just for 
walking around. People wanted them to move on away from their land. 

In the 1861 census, 19-year-old Arnold was living in Alford with 16 others, with their 
occupations simply listed as ‘Gypsies’. Though, in keeping with the Gypsy way of 
filling in documents, Arnold’s birthplace had now changed to ‘Bloxholme’. The next 
we hear from Arnold is in 1875 aged 33 when he married Selina Charlotte (aka smith 
or Clayton). On their wedding certificate, Selina’s father’s profession is listed as a 
‘labourer’ and Arnold’s father as a ‘horse dealer’. 

The marriage of Arnold (misspelled as ‘Hornhill’) Elliott and Selina Clayton, 1875.
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The1851 census,  showing a 5-year-old Selina Clayton, wife of Arnold Elliott living 
with her parents Sistance Charlot and Lemontina Boswell Charlot. They were listed as 
‘encamped’ in a street in Ulceby, Lincolnshire.

Selina Charlotte was born in Beesby in Lincolnshire and was the second of eight 
children born to Cystance Charlotte (spellings differ) and Lementina Clayton. I 
was able to trace Selina’s family back 10 generations on her paternal side which led 
me to John Rede (1557-1588) and Johanna Wakam (1557-1584) from Wiltshire. 
Throughout the generations, her family had lived in various places such as Kent, 
Warminster, Leicestershire, Warwickshire and Buckinghamshire. 

I also traced Selina’s ancestry on her maternal side. I was able to go 15 generations 
back, which for context is 17 generations back from Ethel Elliott. Having spent 
around two years researching the Elliott’s, and their destitute Gypsy escapades I 
expected to find more of the same. 

However, Selina Charlotte, wife of Arnold Elliott, is in fact, related to two of Henry 
VIII’s wives, Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard on her maternal side. That makes 
her related to three Queens of England, two of whom were married to King Henry 
VIII and the other was Anne Boleyn’s daughter with Henry VIII, Queen Elizabeth I. 
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Selina Charlotte 
aka Clayton

Cistance Charlotte Lemontina Clayton

John Clayton Frances Booth

Brington Clayton Charlotte Booth

Francis Clayton Mary Wyld

Thomas Clayton Hannah Robinson

Thomas Clayton Ann Staley

Edward Clayton Alice 

Benjamin Clayton Elizabeth Launt

Nicholas Clayton Elizabeth Ann Hibbert

Ralph Hibbert Margaret Arundel

Sir Matthew Arundell, (1st Earl of 
Norfolk), (21st Earl of Arundel), 
(4th Earl of Surrey), (17th Baron 
of Segrave), (16th Baron of Mow-
bray)

Lady Maragret 
Willoughby 
Howard. W

Sir Thomas II Arundell, 
Baron Arundell of 
Wardour, Sheriff of 
Dorsetshire, KB Ii.

Margaret, Lady 
Howard, Baroness 
Arundell of Wardour

Lord Edmund Howard Lady Jocasta Hoath Culpepper
(17 children in total)

Catherine Howard King Henry VIII

Arnold Elliott

Clark Elliott Ann Pearse aka Smith

Ethel Elliott
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Lady Catherine Howard, fifth wife of Henry 
VIII, who is a relation of Selina Charlotte 
aka Clayton.

The family line can be traced to some very notable names including Sir John 
Chidiocke (1375-1415) who died in the battle of Agincourt. 

Catherine Howard’s paternal grandfather was Sir John Arundell II, Knight of the 
Bath, Knight Bachelor. On her maternal side, Catherine’s parents were Lord Edmund 
Howard and Lady Jocasta Oxen Hoath Culpepper. One of the reasons King Henry 
VIII ordered Catherine’s execution was because of her affair with Thomas Culpepper, 
who was also her cousin. 

As you would expect, the whole family line from Catherine Howard features various 
significant historical figures. This includes Margaret D’Arcy, who was born in 1320 
and who lived in Stallingborough, Lincolnshire, close to where many of the Elliott 
descendants live today. The D’Arcy family stem from various French aristocrats. 
Eventually, the family line leads back to Heytir Gorr Son, born in Norway in 425AD. 
Just for context, that’s about 1,600 years ago! 

I will certainly put some further research into our royal ancestors and add this to 
the tree. I’m sure Anne Boylen’s family (cousin of Catherine) will throw up some 
interesting names too. 

As we can see, although the Claytons were prominent Gypsies in the later generations, 
their way of life was of stark contrast earlier on, when they moved in much higher 
circles. This is very different to the Elliott line, who as far as I could go

Catherine’s execution, on the 
13 February 1542 at the Tower 
of London.
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back were always Gypsies. One explanation is the fact they all came from huge 
families. The Howard’s themselves had 17 children, and so it’s unlikely each of them 
also went on to be wealthy, especially if everything is only bequeathed to the oldest 
son as it often was in those days. 

The royal court was worlds away from Gypsy Selina Charlotte aka Clayton, who 
unknowingly was a distant descendant of such famous historical figures. Though 
ironically, when two of Selina’s inlaws were arrested for being drunk and disorderly 
(Eldred and Israel Smith), it was printed in the Stamford Mercury newspaper report 
that they claimed to be of royal blood. 

Arnold and Selina had 10 children in total. Their names were Clark Elliott (1864-
1897), Fanny Elliott (1867-1890), Abigail Elliott (1868-1869), Isaac Elliott (1870-
1948), Frank Elliott (1872-1949), Julia Elliott (1877-1957), Abraham Elliott 
(1879-1951), Lizzie Elliott (1881-1948), Louie Elliott (1882-?), and Maude Elliott 
(1891-1940). 

In the 1891 census, 46-year-old Arnold lists his occupation as a horse dealer and 
innkeeper of The Rising Sun Inn, Queen Street, Louth, where the family is also living. 
Along with wife Selina, Arnold is living with nine of his children and three lodgers.  

Arnold’s birthplace has now changed to ‘Willoughby, Nottinghamshire’, where 
coincidentally his ancestors were born but not him. Though, we know it’s him because 
on each census he is living with the same large group of people in the same small 
town. As previously mentioned, Gypsies often call themselves different names and 
never fill out documents consistently.  
 
In The Stamford Mercury published on the 6th of July 1894, Arnold features in the 
newspaper court briefs. This time he is no longer a horse dealer but the publican of 
The Jolly Sailor in Louth, which is located at 47 Eastgate in the town. The pub ran 
between 1782 and 1970 and although the building remains to this day it’s now a 
charity shop. 

Arnold’s charge was selling alcohol outside the prohibited hours. In his defence, 
Arnold stated the brandy was needed for an ill woman, and that it was not him 
who sold it but his daughter, and that as she is not a licensee he or she cannot be 
charged for the crime. He described himself as a ‘respectable’ man who should not be 
convicted in circumstances like these. The jury allowed Arnold to appeal the case but 
with costs. 
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Left: The Rising Sun Inn in Louth, where The Elliott’s lived in 1891. The pub is next to 
The Turk’s Head.  Right: The former Jolly Sailor pub, where they lived in 1894.
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Two years later in 1896, Arnold and Selina’s eldest son Clark Elliott died aged 32. 
But not before fathering a daughter with Ann Smith. The child was Ethel Elliott who 
would have been around nine years old at the time of her father’s death. 

When I ordered Clark’s birth certificate it said ‘Clark Ellett’ died from ‘phthisis 
pulmonalis’ which is the archaic way of saying tuberculosis. In modern medicine, 
it takes six months of antibiotics to cure TB and these weren’t even invented until 
around 30 years after Clark died. We will cover more about Clark later in this book 
after he meets Ann Smith of Horncastle. 

The death certificate of Clark Elliott, who died in 1896 aged 32.

In January 1900, Arnold and his brother Joseph put an advert in The Stamford 
Mercury to sell Arnold’s land in Louth which he put up for auction. It states that 
Arnold was still at The Jolly Sailor at this time. Given that he owned a pub and had a 
vast amount of land, it would suggest Arnold had turned his fortunes around from 
his humble Gypsy beginnings. In the 1911 census, Arnold was 76 and living at James 
Street, Louth. 

In 1922, Arnold’s wife Selena died aged 76, and her cause of death was a stroke and 
bedsores. Her death was reported by her son Abraham Elliott, who listed her place 
of death as 52 Aswell Street in Louth, which was one of five properties owned by her 
husband Arnold in the same street, and was where Abraham lived. Two years later 
in August 1924, Arnold also died at the same address. Arnold’s cause of death was 
chronic constipation. When Arnold died he left £2,037 in his three page will, which is 
equivalent to £124,771.73 in today’s money. 
 
Arnold died within months of his brother Joseph Elliott, who also left a three page 
will, and as he appeared not to have had any children with his wife Victoria Gray 
(who died in 1916), he left everything he owned to his brother Arnold and his 
children. Joseph left his niece Maud Elliott (Arnold’s daughter) a house, buildings and
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land situated on the Brackenborough Road, with the condition that she did not sell 
or mortgage the buildings in her lifetime. To his brother Arnold, he left his farm 
at Legbourne comprising of 163 acres of land, including the houses and buildings 
standing on it. He also left a cottage, buildings and land in the parish of Stewton, as 
well as all his personal possessions. 

However, a clause in Joseph’s will stated that if Arnold died before him (which he 
sadly did) then everything should be left to Arnold’s children instead. This list of 
children should have included Arnold’s oldest child Clark (or his descendants). But, 
as Clark died young this was not the case. 

Though, the fact that Arnold managed to make the leap from being born into a poor 
Gypsy life and dying a rich man with property, money and lots of assets is remarkable. 
One clue could lie where he was based for most of his life - the Lincolnshire cattle 
town of Louth. 

To this day, a cattle market is held every Thursday at the Louth Livestock Centre. As a 
horse dealer, it couldn’t be a better area to set up a business because horses are exactly 
what people came to the area for. In the days before cars, horses were how people 
got around and transported goods between other areas. As the land of Lincolnshire 
is mostly used for farming animals or growing crops, this would have been ideal for 
Arnold’s business. However, how he scaled his business from nothing and became a 
successful entrepreneur remains an intriguing mystery. 

76 James Street Louth, where Arnold 
Elliott and wife Selina lived in 1911.

52 Aswell Street Louth, where Arnold 
Elliott and wife Selina died in 1922.
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As for what became of Arnold and Selina’s children (Clark’s siblings) they had some 
interesting records too. Isaac Elliott (spelt as ‘Ellett’) served in WW1 in the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps in Woolwich. Horses were vital as they were needed to 
perform cavalry roles. Horses were also important in the war for moving supplies, 
equipment, guns and ammunition. Isaac’s role was that of a ‘Groom’ which consisted 
of mucking out horses as well as feeding and looking after their welfare. Isaac was 
awarded a medal for his contributions. 

Frank Elliott had approximately (records differ) 14 children with wife Emily Wright 
who he married in 1898. I was able to find their wedding photographs. He named one 
of his sons after his late brother Clark (Ethel’s father), who sadly died as a baby.

Julia Elliott married a German man named Frederick Kustner, whose profession was 
a farrier (someone who looks after horse hooves). They had four children together, 
called Julia (1895-1990), Harry Harold (1899-1904), Redvers Frederick (1900-1900) 
and Marguerite Freda (1905-1978). Julia died aged 70 at 15 Raynville Terrace in 
Leeds, Yorkshire. Coincidentally Julia was born and died in the exact same years as 
her niece, Ethel Elliott. 

Abraham Elliott had two children with Nellie Smith called Frank Elliott Smith 
(1909-1982) and Herbert Smith (1917-1978). Abraham then married Susan Mary 
Webster in 1930. He died aged 51 in Nottingham. Abraham’s cause of death was acute 
nephritis which is inflammation of the kidneys that eventually leads to kidney failure. 

Lizzie (also known as Elizabeth) Elliott married Samuel Goodwin, and they had five 
children named Dorothy May Goodwin (1909-2012), Henry Frederick Goodwin 
(1910-1980), Louise Goodwin (1913-2001), Maud Goodwin (1916-1938) and 
Margaret Goodwin (1919-2001). In the 1911 census, Lizzie was living at 6 Hargrave 
Street in Grimsby. 

A record for Maud Elliott suggests she travelled to Australia for work aged 36, with 
her occupation listed as ‘home duties’. Though, she died back home in Louth in 1940 
aged 49. I could not find any marriage or children for her.
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Isaac Elliott WW1 service record.

Isaac Elliott WWI casualty form.

Joseph Elliott will.
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Samuel Elliott on his wedding day to 
Frances Annie Widdowson in 1930.

R: Frank Elliott Smith, son of Abraham 
Elliott. Nephew of Clark Elliott.

R: Hilda Elliott, niece of Clark Elliott. L: 
Emily Wright, sister in law of Clark.

R: Abraham Elliott (1904-1974), nephew 
of Clark Elliott. L: ‘Nancy.’
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L: Samuel Elliott, son of Francis Elliott and 
nephew of Clark Elliott. R: Francis Elliott, 
brother of Clark, maternal uncle of Ethel.

Selina, Hilda & Louie Elliott. Daughter’s of 
Francis Elliott, and nieces of Clark Elliott.

Frank Elliott, nephew of Clark Elliott. Abraham Elliott (1904-1974), nephew of 
Clark Elliott.
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Clark Elliott & Ann Pearse aka Smith

Clark Elliott was the oldest child born to Arnold Elliott and Selina Charlotte in 1846. 
His birthplace is listed as Asserby, Lincolnshire. Though in some records it is also 
listed as Spilsby/Bilsby in Lincolnshire (same parents and birthday, so again, definitely 
him!).

Tracing Ethel’s father to be able to fill out the rest of the tree that you’ve just read 
through was tough. All I had to go on was Ethel and Walter’s marriage certificate, 
which says that Ethel’s father was a man called Clark Elliott, who was a horse dealer. It 
appears the word ‘deceased’ is written alongside his name. 

I searched every kind of online archive I could find, but couldn’t find any trace 
of him. I did the most creative thing you could do in this situation…. Google it. 
Low and behold, I found a book I mentioned at the start of this book, entitled ‘The 
Descendants of John & Jemima Elliott and Related Families’. 

Amazingly, when the book arrived I opened it on the exact page for ‘Clark Elliott’. In 
official documents, he usually spells his name as ‘Ellett’ which is why I couldn’t find 
him. The rest of the book covers all his relatives going back many generations, which 
is how I was able to fill in the gaps for the rest of his family. It then became clear the 
Elliott’s descend from a long line of Gypsies who have no fixed way of spelling their 
names or recording their date of birth. 

There were only two men named Clark Elliott who lived in the Lincolnshire area at 
the time that could have been possible to be Ethel’s father. After further research, I 
found the first Clark Elliott died aged five in Caistor so it couldn’t have been him. 
The other died aged 32 in Louth and when I researched his relatives in the book 
they were all from the area. The photographs I found of the Elliotts had a striking 
resemblance to our family too. However, in the book Clark’s branch was empty. There 
were no spouses or children listed for him which means either he didn’t know he had 
a daughter or did but it wasn’t common knowledge.

There is no marriage listed for Clark, which added even more complexity onto the 
situation. 

Given he wasn’t married to Ethel’s mother, this suggests a brief dalliance rather than 
a serious relationship. It could have also been frowned upon to have a child out of 
wedlock, or Clark could have been uninterested in raising a child. We’ll never know. 
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As Clark died young at just 32, there isn’t much in the way of information about 
him, other than some newspaper cuttings. They paint the picture of a man who was 
frequently in trouble with the police. 

In May 1885, Clark was charged for poaching in Brackenborough and in October of 
the same year he was charged for trespassing in Tathwell. The following year he was 
charged for fighting in Eastgate. In the same year that his daughter Ethel was born, 
Clark was charged for being drunk on licensed premises in Saltfleet. Throughout his 
numerous court appearances, Clark was either fined or sentenced to manual labour. 

While no pictures exist of Clark I was able to find pictures of his relatives at various 
family occasions. If it hadn’t been for Ethel’s wedding certificate stating Clark was 
her father, and the book written by Vivienne about the Elliott’s of Lincolnshire with 
Clark’s family tree in it, I doubt anyone would have been able to trace who he was 
because so little documentation exists linking them, so both were very lucky finds.

Now Ethel’s father’s side of the tree had been uncovered, the next confusing part was 
discovering who Ethel’s mother was. This took me about two years to solve as there’s 
no marriage certificate for Clark and no birth certificate for Ethel, making tracing 
her parents practically impossible. Ethel herself died before my mum was born, and I 
never had any conversations about Ethel with her daughter (my grandmother) Olive. 
 
What I did know is Ethel had a sister called Betsy, and so I started adding the names 
‘Ethel’ and ‘Betsy’ into the Horncastle census records. This is because Olive always 
stated her mother was from there. At first, I did so with the surname ‘Elliott’, but 
this wasn’t bringing up any results. So, I took the surnames off because after reading 
Vivienne’s book, it was clear that Gypsies were very flexible about what they called 
themselves. 

When I searched for an ‘Ethel’ and ‘Betsy’ living under the same roof, I found a 
census from 1901 which found an ‘Ethel Smith’ living with a group of people, which 
matched a description of an 1891 census which also caught my attention. Most 
notably, it included a boarder named ‘Ellis Elliott’. It appeared Ethel’s mother was Ann 
Smith, and the family lived with Ann’s parents Eldred and Misseretti. At first, I was 
cautious to accept this as correct because as far as I knew, Ethel’s surname was always 
Elliott. But the boarder whose surname was ‘Elliott’ stuck out to me. It was too much 
of a coincidence to have someone named ‘Elliott’ in the house. Not only that, but the 
profession of two of the occupants was a ‘Horse Dealer’ which was the profession of 
Clark that was listed on Ethel’s marriage certificate to Walter.
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The 1891 census showing Eldred and ‘Morette’ Smith. Ann Smith was Ethel’s 
mother, and Mary was Ann’s sister. Note: Ethel’s baptism date used as birth, 
and she is recorded as a daughter not grandaughter. Flexible Gypsy attitude to 
form filling present throughout this and following census records. 

The only ‘Ethel’, ‘Betsy’ and ‘Charlotte’ living together in Lincolnshire which 
helped me put the pieces together. Miseretti died in 1892.
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What I couldn’t understand was why her surname was ‘Smith’, so I left it in the 
‘maybe’ pile. That is until I was researching ‘Betsy Smith’ to see if it was the famous 
‘Aunt Betsy’ or not, and found the same person a few years later living not just in 
Grimsby, but in Redhill (albeit listed as a ‘niece’ living with neighbours of Ethel). 
Given I’ve never heard Ethel mentioned without the words ‘Redhill’ in the same 
sentence, I knew there had to be a link. 

I needed to find Ethel’s birth certificate to clarify whether Ann Smith was Ethel’s 
mother or not. One thing Olive said about Ethel is that she was born in a workhouse 
in Horncastle. The census I had found was in Cagthorpe, Horncastle so I knew I was 
on the right track. Given Ethel and her sister, Betsy were listed as ‘Smith’, rather than 
their father’s names this suggested to me it was because their mother was unmarried. 
In times gone by it was socially unacceptable to have children out of wedlock. 

I came across some information that said any mothers who had children in the 
workhouse had to register their child with the local church to be able to access 
monetary support from them. I found the Horncastle baptism record which is a 
book of hundreds of pages and isn’t digitally transcribed. I went through each page 
by eye which was tricky as everything was handwritten. 

Low and behold on the page for the 4th of February 1888, I found a baptism entry 
for an ‘Ethel’, who was a daughter of ‘Ann Smith’. In the entire book, there was only 
one child called ‘Ethel’ born in the town of Horncastle during that time and it was to 
Ann. It listed that Ann was a spinster whose profession was ‘workhouse’. 

A baptism record for ‘Ethel Smith’ born to an ‘Ann Smith’. The only Ethel registered in 
the Horncastle register. It confirms Anne is a spinster, and that Ethel’s birthplace is in 
a workhouse.

The story fits and confirms the name ‘Smith’ for Ethel though we know in later years 
Ethel used her father’s surname, Elliott. As Clark died when Ethel was around nine, 
their parents weren’t married and lived in different towns, we don’t know if Clark and 
Ethel even met. As Ann would have filled out all of Ethel’s documents, it could have 
been that she used the name Smith yet Ethel considered herself an Elliott.
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Ethel’s mother
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As I discovered Ann Smith it was then very easy to trace her parents and relatives. 
Though, they did spell their names differently throughout the different censuses. I was 
able to trace her parents and much of her family going back quite a few generations as 
they were from a very well researched line of Gypsies who also feature in Vivienne’s 
book.

Vivienne’s information told me that Ann’s parents were called Miserretti Heron aka 
Elliott/Young and Eldred Pearse aka Smith. You’ll notice how the name dips back into 
Elliott’s despite Ann’s surname being Smith sometimes and Pearse other times. A note 
by Vivienne stated that consanguinity was common among Gypsies, and as Ann and 
Eldred share some common names among the family, there’s a possibility that’s true. 
One thing that is true is that Gypsies kept themselves to themselves and did not mix 
with outsiders. This is one of the reasons we see the same surnames appearing as they 
would mostly stick together. 

Miserretti Heron was the daughter of Fowk Heron and Mary (also known as Polly) 
Elliott. Fowk’s mother Margaret Boswell is from a famous line of Gypsies. There is a 
museum in Spalding called the ‘Gordon Boswell Romany Museum’ that is run by the 
Boswell descendants. 

A glimpse into Gyspy life at the Gordon Boswell Romany Museum in Spalding.
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Miserretti was born in 1829 in Billinghay, Lincolnshire and was the second child born 
to Mary Elliott and Fowk Heron. Her siblings were Fenwick Heron (1825-?), Elijah 
Heron (1827-?), Cinderella Heron (1832-1888), and Tienna Heron (1830-?). As you 
will notice, the first names of Gypsies are quite unusual. However, given Gypsies are 
renowned storytellers it’s perhaps no surprise the names of their children sound like 
fairy tales too.  
 
Ann’s father Eldred Pearse aka Smith was born in Westborough and Dry Doddington 
in Lincolnshire in 1827. I was able to find his Baptism record which said his mother 
was a single woman named Martha Smith. 

Many of our Gypsy ancestors including Miserretti were apprehended for being 
vagrants. Here’s an article I found in The Pavement Magazine explaining the history 
of this charge in further detail... 
 
“The earliest laws against begging date from just after the Peasants Revolt in 1381. They 
were followed in 1547 by anti-vagrancy measures to tackle the homeless, whose numbers 
had swollen following Henry VIII dissolution of the monasteries, an early example of 
‘care in the community’ gone wrong. 

Elizabethan legislation against beggars, suspected witches and conjurors and Gypsies 
similarly failed to curb homelessness, which increased as the Industrial Revolution 
began and enclosures forced people off the land. In 1744 came the template of modern 
vagrancy law, King George II’s Vagrant Act, which divided beggars and idle persons into 
the unemployed without means of support and those refusing to work ‘for the usual and 
common wages’ and those not supporting their families; rogues and vagabonds; and 
‘incorrigible rogues’ - those already convicted of one or more offences.

The ‘rogues and vagabonds’ category enabled the authorities to apprehend on the 
street anyone they disliked. Within the catch-all definition of rogues were all persons 
without visible means of subsistence, those pretending to be looking for work, beggars, 
and ‘unlicensed pedlars, fencers, jugglers, bearwards, minstrels, fortune tellers and 
gamesters’, as well as any persons wandering abroad in alehouses, barns, outhouses or in 
the open air, not giving a good account of themselves.”

The entire Elliott family was extremely familiar with the criminal justice system, with 
several convictions between them. The most serious of which was in in 1844, when 
Ann Smith’s uncles Elijah Elliott (17), Fenwick Elliott (19), along with Hildred Pearse 
(15), are put before the courts accused of stabbing and wounding John Kidd in  
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Ulceby, with “intent to do him some grievous bodily harm.” Fenwick, who is unable 
to read or write, is sentenced to 15 years and is transported on the Agincourt ship to 
Norfolk Island Penal Colony in Australia to carry out his sentence. 

In July 1844, the ship set sail from Woolwich with 244 passengers on board headed 
for Van Diemen’s Land. The journey took exactly four months and conditions on the 
ship were grim. Surgeon Superintendent Charles Henry Fuller kept a detailed Medical 
Journal during the voyage. 

His description of the conditions told of a “fever of a typhoid type that appeared early 
amongst them and probably owed its origin to the crowded state of the apartment where 
they slept and the great heat of the weather.” Smallpox also swept the ship and six men 
died during the voyage.

The sentencing record of Fenwick Elliott.

William Henry Barber, a solicitor, who was one of the convicts transported on the 
Agincourt, after being tried at The Old Bailey with intent to defraud the Archbishop 
of Canterbury added: “On the second day of the departure from Woolwich the wind 
became foul and the weather boisterous and wet by which we were detained upwards of 
a week in the channel during which time sea sickness became general and the digestive 
organs of the men much debilitated.  
 
The commencement at this period of a less digestible ration than that to which they had 
been accustomed on shore I have no doubt operated in producing a deranged biliary 
secretion which excited the intestinal mucous surfaces to inordinate action and gave rise 
to the diarrhoea which soon began to prevail and continued more or less throughout the 
voyage, many of the cases descending into dysentery and resisting with great obstinacy 
the measure employed for their removal. Two of the latter proved fatal and two others 
were sent on shore to the Hospital in a precarious state.” 
 
The Norfolk Island Penal Colony was described as “hell in paradise”, with the 1824 
governor of New South Wales Thomas Brisbane saying “the felon who is sent there is 
forever excluded from all hope of return.” 
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The Norfolk Island Penal Colony in Tasmania.

One of the governors, Ralph Darling, commanded that “every man should be worked 
in irons that the example may deter others from the commission of crime to hold out 
Norfolk Island as a place of the extremest punishment short of death.”

I did not find any record of Fenwick back in England after his prison sentence but 
I did find a ‘Fenwick Elliott’ in the Victoria area death records. It’s likely to be him 
given ‘Fenwick’ is such an unusual name and we know he was in Australia at the time. 
Plus, as a poor Gypsy and now a convicted criminal, there’s little chance he had the 
means to make the journey back to England. 

There’s no doubt that stabbing someone is a terrible crime for which a punishment is 
only right. But, you can only imagine how horrific it would have been to leave all your 
family behind, be transported on a ship in abhorrent conditions to the other side of 
the world to an Australian correctional facility never to return - especially at such a 
young age. For Miserretti, her siblings and of course her parents Mary and Fowk, this 
must have been unimaginably difficult to deal with for them too. 

Now we know Ann Smith aka Pearse’s family history, it is perhaps less of a surprise 
that she ended up in the workhouse after becoming pregnant with Ethel.
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After all, her immediate family were poor Gypsies and the father of her child was not 
married to her and died only a few years after Ethel was born. The workhouse was 
seen as the last option for people in Ann’s situation. So what was being pregnant and 
worse still, giving birth in a workhouse like?

I managed to find a book about the exact workhouse in Horncastle that Ethel was 
born in, called ‘The Shadow of The Workhouse’ by J.N Clarke. Here are some of the 
things he wrote about pregnancy in the workhouse. 

“Illegitimacy was a very real problem, the upkeep of the mother and child often falling 
on the parish. The vestry took stern measures by prosecuting in every case where 
paternity was likely to be proved. In 1850 there were 51 orders made against putative 
fathers.
 
In 1841 a move was made to have a trained nurse appointed for the infirmary, but the 
motion was defeated because a “paid nurse was unnecessary”. The patients had to look 
after each other as best as they could under what supervision the matron could give, 
helped no doubt by some of the women inmates. In the same year, the medical officer 
reported children in the workhouse were suffering from scurvy, due in his opinion to the 
poor oatmeal used in their gruel, and the bread which was unsatisfactory. 

The infirmary also served unofficially as a maternity hospital for pauper women on 
outdoor relief, who could voluntarily enter the workhouse for their confinements and 
then discharge themselves.”

The Horncastle workhouse infirmary where Ann likely gave birth to 
Ethel.
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The main building of the Horncastle workhouse. It was converted into a Homeleigh 
Children’s Home in the 1930s which then closed in 1968.

After Ethel was born in 1887, her mother Ann Smith later went on to have a 
relationship with George Westwood in Grimsby. I did further research on George and 
found he was born in 1874 in Scarborough. His father was also called George and was 
from Hull and was a tinplate worker. 

In the 1891 census, George was aged 17 living with his parents at Waring Street in 
Horncastle. Interestingly, also in the 1891 census was the entry I found with Ann 
Smith living with her parents and daughter Ethel in Cagthorpe, Horncastle. I looked 
the distance up and there’s only 500ft between the two locations. So it’s highly likely 
this is where Ann and George first met. 

The 1891 census showing George Westwood, who Ethel’s mother Ann Smith had a 
relationship with after the death of Clark Elliott. 
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In 1897, Ann Smith and George Westwood had a daughter together called Charlotte 
Smith. Charlotte was baptised at St James Church. In the same year, George made the 
Lincolnshire Free Press with the headline ‘The Wanderer’s Return’ after being absent 
from Horncastle for a year with no explanation. This was a grand introduction which 
led on to inform readers that George had been locked up and fined for drunk and 
disorderly conduct.

The baptism record of Charlotte (Mary?) Smith. Note how the listed address is none 
other than Redhill!

Two years later in 1899, Ann Smith and George Westwood had another daughter 
together called Betsy Smith. Betsy was baptised at the former St Barnabas Church 
which is now Docks Beers in King Edward Street, Grimsby. I could not find a 
marriage certificate for Ann and George, and as Ann baptised Charlotte and Betsy as 
‘Smith’ this would also suggest they were unmarried. 

The baptism of Betsy Smith in 1899. George Westwood is now working as a ‘driver’.

The next census in 1901 shows 26-year-old George Westwood living as a lodger at 153 
Hope Street in Grimsby working as a Fish Carter. He was living with seven members 
of the Lusby family, the head of which William Lusby was also a fish carter. 

In 1909, George Westwood married a woman named Mary Ann Kay. The 1911 
census shows a now 35-year-old George Westwood living with his wife ‘Mary Ann 
Westwood’ a niece and two boarders at 13 Bath Street Grimsby. His occupation is a 
labourer. It remains a mystery why George never married or lived with his children 
Betsy, Charlotte or their half-sister Ethel. 
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The former St Barnabas Church in Grimsby where 
Betsy Smith was baptised.

The 1939 census showing Anthony Cox, wife Betsy, Sidney Cox (Anthony’s brother?) 
and ‘Annie’ Smith, living at 12 Middle Court, Grimsby.
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Betsy Smith, half sister of Ethel Elliott and Betsy’s husband Anthony Cox in 1961.
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In the same year, George makes the news with the headline ‘Brutal Assault’, after 
punching his neighbour James Shaw unconscious, after he “made an insulting 
remark” to his wife. George is given the option of a £3 fine (£712 in today’s money) or 
a month’s hard labour. 

George died on the 23rd February in 1932 aged 57 and was buried at Scartho Road 
Cemetery in Grimsby. His burial details listed he was living in Westward Ho/
Littlefield Lane, and that his occupation was a Lumper, which was a labourer on 
shipping vessels. 

I could not find any further records for Charlotte Smith beyond the age of 13, and 
Ethel Smith (Elliott) we will discuss later in this book during ‘Walter Rice and Ethel 
Elliott’. This just leaves Betsy Smith out of the three daughters of Ann Smith aka 
Pearse. 

In 1923, Betsy married Anthony Cox. Anthony was originally from Lancashire and in 
the 1911 census (13 years before marrying Betsy) he was living at 104 Burgess Street 
in Grimsby and listed himself as a widow. He lived with a woman named Kate Larner 
and also had a son called Anthony Cox who was 11 at the time.

In 1924, Betsy and Anthony had a daughter called Almena Cox, who later married 
Denholm Clark. Marie Rice recalls Betsy and Anthony had another daughter called 
Sally, who Betsy lived with in her old age. 

In the 1939 census, Betsy was living with her mother ‘Anna’ and husband Anthony 
Cox at 12 Middle Court in Grimsby. (There’s another person listed at the address but 
the records are closed for those under 100 years old so I’m assuming that’s Almena). 

Stuart Rice kindly supplied a picture of Betsy Smith and Anthony Cox at their home 
in Grimsby in 1961. He explained: “I knew these two as Aunt Betsy and uncle Tant. 
I can’t remember much about them except that he used to walk a horse drawn cart 
carrying goods (might have been fish) from Grimsby to Skegness!”

My mother (Sharon Hurst) recalls Stuart’s father Walter Rice taking her to Yorkshire 
for two weeks. But on the way, Walter insisted on stopping in on ‘Aunt Betsy’ who was 
living in the Yarborough area of Grimsby. Betsy Cox died in August 1983 aged 84 in 
Grimsby.
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Ethel Elliott’s Family Newspaper Appearances

Lincolnshire Chronicle, June 17, 1904

Stamford Mercury September 13, 1878
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Stamford Mercury July 6, 1894
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Lincolnshire Chronicle 07 April, 1882

Stamford Mercury November 9, 1888

Stamford Mercury April 10, 1846

Lincolnshire Echo 03 October, 1885
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Stamford Mercury June 22, 1894

Lincolnshire Echo 13 December 1895
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Lincolnshire Chronicle 02 February, 1906

Stamford Mercury 03 December, 1897

Lincolnshire Chronicle January 5, 1886
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Lincolnshire Chronicle 12 August, 1892

Lincolnshire Chronicle 04 October 1895.

Lincolnshire Echo 15 July, 1931
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Louth And North Lincolnshire Advertiser 12 March, 1910

Boston Guardian 19 July, 1890
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Lincolnshire Chronicle May 10, 1839

Lincolnshire Chronicle February 24, 1866

Lincolnshire Echo October 3, 1924
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Stamford Mercury August 29, 1851

Stamford Mercury November 12, 1852

Stamford Mercury 15 June, 1849

Lincolnshire Chronicle February 11, 1842
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Lincolnshire Chronicle July 28, 1911

Lincolnshire Free Press October 26, 1897

Stamford Mercury April 4, 1890. N.B: I believe this could be Ethel as it’s the news 
brief for Horncastle. At the time, George Westwood lived in ‘Waring Street’.
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RICE

The surname Rice can be traced back to the 7th century and is thought to mean “fiery 
warrior”. It has both Welsh and English origins, and throughout history has been 
recorded as Ryce, Rhys, Reasce, Reece, Rees and Reese.

Our Rice relatives can be traced back to Norfolk for as far back as the records go. 
There was mention within the family of having an Irish connection, but I couldn’t 
find any evidence of this. Remember, the census only falls every 10 years and so 
if someone moved in between censuses then returned before the next one, there 
wouldn’t be a record of them living there. It is possible one of our relatives did sail to 
Ireland (or America) but if this was the case, it was likely only for a few short years. 
However, I did find some distant relatives that emigrated to America. 

Martin Rice & Anna Wylde
 
The first Rice relative I could trace goes 10 generations back from Walter Rice (1872-
1940). His name was Martin Rice who was born in 1590 in Southrepps, Norfolk. He 
married Anna Wylde and they had one child called Jonathan who was born in 1620. 

Southrepps is like most of Norfolk - largely agricultural land. The village is split into 
two halves separated by a mile of farmland. The halves of the village are known as 
Upper Southrepps and Lower Southrepps. It is believed the split occurred due to the 
Black Death which took place between 1348 to 1350. 

Martin Rice lived until 1642, making him approximately 52 when he died. While this 
sounds quite young, the average life expectancy in the UK during the 1600s was only 
39.7 years. During this time there was also a very high infant mortality rate. This was 
put down to disease as well as tetanus caused “by the use of an unsterilised knife or 
pair of scissors to cut the umbilical cord” according to research.

Jonathan Rice & Sarah ?

Jonathan Rice was born in 1620. He married a woman known only as Sarah who was 
also born in 1620. They had two children called Sarah Rice and George Rice. As you’ll 
begin to note a very common theme with the naming of Rice children is to feature the 
names of their parents.

Jonathan Rice died in 1659 aged 39. There is no further information for Sarah. 
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Southrepps, Norfolk where the earliest Rice relatives can be traced back to.

George Rice & Mary Smith

George Rice was born in 1650 in Southrepps to Jonathan Rice and a woman known 
only as Sarah. George married Mary Smith. 

Mary’s family can be traced back to 1580 to her maternal grandfather called Simon 
Copeland who was also from Southrepps. 

George Rice and Mary Smith had one traceable child, a son named Samuel Rice who 
was born in 1678. 

George Rice died in 1727 which would have made him approximately 77 when he 
died. There is no record for when Mary Smith died. 
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Samuel Rice & Martha Ceace

Samuel Rice was born in 1678 to George Rice and Mary Smith. Samuel married 
Martha Ceace who was born in 1680 in the coastal town of Cromer which is about 
five miles from Southrepps. I looked into the surname Ceace/Cease and it turns 
out only 1,000 people across the world have this surname - just three of whom are 
based in the UK - making it incredibly rare. The original spelling ‘ceace’ is completely 
extinct. 

When carrying out further research into the word ‘Ceace’ I found it’s an Old English 
(450-1150) term. Some think it’s related to the surname ‘Chick’ which is a variant 
of the name ‘Cheek’ - aka ‘Ceace’ in Old English. The word ‘Ceace’ was used as a 
nickname for someone with a prominent jaw. 

Samuel Rice and Martha Ceace have one child on record, a son named Robert Rice 
who was born in 1721. There is no death record for Samuel or Martha. 

Robert Rice & Mary Stockens

Robert Rice was born in 1721 in Southrepps, the only child of Samuel Rice and 
Martha Ceace. It’s interesting that Robert is the third traceable generation to this 
small corner of Norfolk. 

Samuel Rice married Mary Stockens who was born in Swanton Abbott, Norfolk 
in 1722. I was able to trace Mary’s family back three generations to her great 
grandparents William Ingall and Mary Skippe who were both born in 1605. There is a 
baptism record of William and Mary’s son dated 1632.

Swanton Abbot in Norfolk where Mary Stockens was born.
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A baptism record of Robert Rice in 1721.
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Interestingly, Mary, William and Edmund Ingall lived in Smallburgh which is where 
I found quite a few of the next few generations of Rices living. Smallburgh is about 
10 miles from Southrepps which doesn’t sound far but back before the days of cars 
or public transport this would have been a very long way. Even to this day, the area 
remains very rural consisting of sparse, narrow, country roads linking the different 
towns and villages together. 

William and Mary were married in Southrepps in 1630. There is only one church in 
Southrepps called St James that dates back to the 15th century, and it’s likely many of 
our relatives were married, baptised and possibly buried here. I’ve included a picture 
of the church. At the time, it was one of the tallest towers in the country and was 
visible for miles around. It’s constructed of flint and stone and is widely considered 
as one of the most beautiful churches in Norfolk. 

Back to Robert Rice and Mary Stockens. They had a son called Edward Rice who was 
born in 1755. It’s likely they had more children than this, but Edward is the only one 
on record. 

Mary Stockens died in 1779 aged 57. Edward Rice died in 1785 aged 64. Both passed 
away in Southrepps, Norfolk.

St James Church in Southrepps.

60



Edward Rice & Mary Oldman

Edward Rice was born on July 13, 1755, in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk to Robert Rice 
and Mary Stockens. 

On 8th July 1779, Edward married Mary Oldman in the parish of Twyford, Norfolk. 

Mary Oldman was born in Horningtoft, Norfolk in 1749. Mary’s parents were 
William Oldman (1707-1770) and Jane Franklin (1720-1795). 

On both sides of the family, generations can be traced back quite far. The furthest 
I found on the maternal side was Mary’s great-great-grandparents John Pentney 
(1619-?) and Margaret Thompson (1625). On Mary’s paternal side, I found her great 
grandparents were John Oldman (1657-1729) and a woman called Mary (1660-1719). 

Both sides of Mary Oldman’s family came from Wells-Next-To-The-Sea, Norfolk. 
The picturesque parish is situated on the North Norfolk coast, in between Holkham 
to the west and Warham to the east. The town itself is a small seaside resort and a 
working port. The name Wells is derived from the fact that it used to tap the springs 
of freshwater held by the underlying chalk on which it is built.

Edward Rice and Mary Oldman had six children together named Robert Rice (1784-
1875), Mary Rice (1786-1804), Edward Rice (1787-1857), Martha Rice (1790-1885), 
Sarah Rice (1795-1845), and John Rice (1797-1864). 

Edward listed on the 1841 census that he was living in Ludham and his profession was 
an agricultural labourer. 

In 1838, Mary Oldman died aged 89. In 1843, Edward Rice died aged 88. Both 
Edward and Mary lived a long life together both passing away around the age of 90. 
This is quite a turning point as most of Edward’s ancestors died between the ages of 
40-60.

Marriage of Edward and Mary in 1779.

61



Arthur Elliott Rice, X2 great nephew 
of Edward Rice. He lived between 1837 
and 1957. He died in New York where 
he had emigrated to.
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The death of Elliott Rice, son of Arthur Elliott Rice (left) 
in Cedar Grove, Essex, New Jersey, USA
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Edward Rice & Mary Harris

Edward Rice was born in 1787 in Hassingham, Norfolk. He was the second child born 
to Edward Rice and Mary Oldman.

In 1810, Edward married Mary Harris (1792-1833). They had 10 children together 
during their marriage which includes Edward Harris Rice (1811-1884), Benjamin 
Rice (1815-1885), Mary Rice (1817-1835), John Rice (1819-1883), Ann Elizabeth 
Rice (1821-1869), Samuel Rice (1823-?), Sarah Rice (1825-1901), George Henry Rice 
(1827-1860), Henry Robert Rice (1830-1890), and Charlotte Adelaide Rice (1832-
1905).

Mary Harris was the daughter of Benjamin Harris (1763-1836) and Mary Pull (1760-
1802). Mary Pull died when her daughter Mary Harris was just 10. I was able to trace 
the Pull family back to 1535 to Nicholas Pull of Norfolk. His son was also called 
Nicholas and was born in 1560, and his wife was called Dorothie Rant. The Rants 
go back slightly further and are traceable to 1510 to a woman named Elizabeth who 
married William Rant (1520-1554). Just for some context, Elizabeth and William 
Rant are 13 generations back from Walter Rice (1872-1940). 

Mary Harris died aged 42 in 1833 in Ludham where the family settled. Mary and 
Edward’s youngest daughter Charlotte Adelaide Rice was just 13 months old when her 
mother died. Mary also died three years before her father Benjamin Harris, who died 
in 1836.

Five years after Mary Harris died, Edward married Sarah Howard and on their 
marriage records, it states they are both widows. Edward and Sarah had two children 
together, Eliza Rice (1837-1869) and Ann Elizabeth Rice (1839-1866). 

In the Norfolk Chronicle dated June 22, 1833, Edward left a tribute to Mary. 
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In the 1841 census, Edward states he is 50 and working as a marshman. This is the 
same profession Edward listed of his father in his marriage banns to Sarah Howard. 

Norfolk consists of lots of rivers in which reeds grow alongside them. The job of a 
marshmen would be to remove these reeds for flood protection. When harvested 
the reeds would be used for thatching houses or making musical instruments. It 
was a physically demanding job, not least because you not only had to cut the reeds 
but bind them together and then take stacks of them up the river by boat which you 
also had to paddle. If you type ‘marshmen Norfolk’ into YouTube you can see this in 
action. 

Sarah Howard died in 1845 aged 50, leaving Edward once again as a widow. Twelve 
years later on the 16th November 1857, Edward Rice died aged 70 in Ludham.

Marshmen in Norfolk pictured in 1949.
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Benjamin Rice & Sarah Archer

Edward and Mary Harris’s second son Benjamin Rice (1815-1885) was born in 
Ludham. Mary Harris was Edward’s first wife, who would have died when her son 
Benjamin was around 18 years old. 

Benjamin Rice also worked as a marshman like his father and grandfather before him. 
He married Sarah Archer (1812-1909) on 6th Apr 1837 in Neatishead, which is about 
six miles from where Benjamin was born. Mary’s parents were Benjamin Archer 
(1775-?) and Mary Wright (1780-1837). Mary, like Benjamin, came from a very large 
family. 

I was able to trace about sixty of Sarah’s relatives. The earliest on her paternal side was 
Michael Archer (1665-1756) and Grace Stevenson (1665-?). On her maternal side, I 
got as far back as John Wright who has no listed date of birth but his son Abraham 
Wright was born in 1615. Just for context that’s seven generations back from Sarah 
Archer and 11 generations from Walter Rice (1872-1940).  

The marriage between Benjamin Rice and Sarah Archer produced 13 children. This 
included John Rice (1838-1853), Mary Ann Rice (1839-1842), Emily Rice (1841-
1842), Pamela Rice (1841-1868), Benjamin Rice (1843-1915), Louisa Rice (1844-
1899), Charles Rice (1846-1891), Sarah Ann Rice (1844-1883), Charlotte Rice 
(1848-1925), Robert Rice (1849-1921), Samuel Rice (1852-1899), Elizabeth Rice 
(1854-1934), Henry E G Rice (1857-1937), and Harriet Rice (1860-1891). 

Evelyn Whitehead, who was a Rice relation shared her memories of the family on a 
Ludham family history website. 

She said: ““My Aunt Pamela married a farm labourer Bob Watson, (a widower), who 
already had a family of children, but they had 3 more of their own. We often stayed 
with aunt Pamela at The malthouse then at one of the cottages which backed on to the 
Ludham Church graveyard. I often looked out to see the owl at night which was hooting, 
as aunt said he would be perched on the church. She lived in one of the council houses, 
where I believe she died.

I loved the Broads, and one of my cousins, Bob Watson, would always take me for a row 
on the river. Incidentally, my Mother’s uncle Bob Rice owned the mill which stood by 
Ludham Bridge. I wonder if it is still there?”

66



Evelyn Whitehead’s mother’s home, known as ‘Granny Rice cottage’ in 1878.

The cottage from another view.
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The Rice family is quite widespread in the Ludham area. There is a property called 
Rice Cottage at 3 Staithe Road, Ludham which is named after our ancestors. In the 
back garden was some farmland, and next to that is a church that the family would 
pack into, according to Evelyn Whitehead. Along the same street, there is another 
property with a Rice nameplate embedded into the wall. 

The Ludham Archive adds: “There are two cottages and they have both been recently 
renovated. They were built by a farming family named Rice in 1884 on the site of a 
former clay-lump dwelling, which collapsed on July 21st 1875 after a week of heavy rain. 
A diary, written by a gentleman on holiday, recorded that he went to inspect the ruins in 
1875.”

Rice Cottage at 3 Staithe Road, Ludham.

Rice Cottage is listed on Google Maps.
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Another house down Staithe Road in Ludham that says ‘Rice’ on the front.

Ludham Archive: “The above picture shows Rice Cottages from the back, looking 
towards Staithe Road. This area to the right of the cottages was a small farm and pigs 
were kept in the barns on the right. Out of shot to the right was the Ludham Strict and 
Particular Baptist Chapel.” 

Note: Chimney looks like the house (top image) but with an extension added. It could 
also be another Rice residence down the same street.
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Benjamin Rice and Sarah Archer’s Marriage register entry in 1837.

Benjamin Rice’s death certificate.
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Benjamin Rice died in 1885 aged 73 from chronic hestertube hepatitis (kidney 
condition characterised by swelling in between the kidney) and dilatation of the heart 
(a disease of the heart muscle where it becomes stretched and thin). Benjamin is 
buried at St. Catherine’s Churchyard in Ludham. His headstone reads: “In memory of 
Benjamin Rice who died March 15 1885 aged 75 Years. Even so father. Not my will but 
thine be done.” 

Sarah Archer died in 1909 aged 97 in Ludham, Norfolk. She is also buried at St. 
Catherine’s Churchyard in Ludham. Her headstone reads: “In loving memory of Sarah 
Rice who entered into rest May 9th 1909 aged 97 years - He giveth his beloved sleep”.

If you go on Google Maps and look at Rice Cottage in Ludham, St. Catherine’s 
Church is actually right behind their house (click down the street to see a better 
view). Benjamin and Sarah remain just a few hundred yards from where they spent 
their lives together.  

The headstone of Benjamin Rice who 
lived betwen 1815-1885.

The headstone of Sarah Rice (nee 
Archer) 1812-1909.
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Robert Rice & Mary Ann Tungate

Robert Rice was born in 1849 in Ludham, Norfolk, and was the tenth child of 
Benjamin Rice and Sarah Archer. 

On the 1861 census, 11-year-old Robert lived with his parents and siblings at 
Johnsons Street in Ludham. His father Benjamin Rice is 47 at this point and is still a 
marsh worker, as is the oldest son Benjamin, who was 18 at the time. 

1861 census showing 11-year-old Robert Rice.

On the 11th of August 1872, Robert Rice married Mary Ann Tungate. Mary was born 
in Hickling, Norfolk. Her family can be traced hundreds of years back from both her 
parents. The earliest of which is Sir Roger I Partridge, Knight, who lived between 
1430-1495. Just for context, that’s 15 generations back from Mary. There were 
various Knights, Ladies and other noble figures in her tree. Though most of the later 
generations lived in Norfolk like Mary. 

The church record of the marriage of Robert Rice and Mary Ann Tungate.
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Robert Rice on the Thurn River where he worked.

Another shot of Robert, father of Walter Rice.
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In the 1881 census, Robert Rice lists that he is a marshworker. His address is ‘Near 
Thurn River’. 

Robert Rice and Mary Ann Tungate had 11 children together. This included Walter 
Robert Rice (1872-1940), Harry Edward Rice (1874-1876), Edith Mary Rice (1875-
?), Ada Mary Rice (1876-1959), Harry Edward Rice (1876-1950), Mable Mary Rice 
(1800-?), Florence Mary Rice (1882-1961), Mary Ann Rice (1886-1965), Frederick 
Robert Rice (1887-?), Agneta Ann Rice (1889-?) and Emmeline Rice (1891-1978). 

Robert Rice died in 1921 in Smallburgh, Norfolk aged 72. His wife Mary died six 
years later in 1927, aged 76. Robert’s death warranted an article in the newspaper, 
entitled ‘Passing Of Bob Rice’.

Robert, known as ‘Bob’, became a well known figure in his community. The Ludham 
Archive has a few pages about him on their website. Here is what they wrote about 
him: “On the bank of the River Thurne opposite the end of Thurne Dyke stands St 
Benet’s Level Drainage Mill. Near to the mill, there once stood a cottage long since 
destroyed by fire. It was called Marsh or Ferry House. From this spot, a ferry used to 
operate taking people across the Thurne. In the days before people had cars, it was a long 
walk from Thurne to Ludham as you had to go all the way round via Potter Heigham 
Bridge and the ferry was well used by local people making their way round the area.

Bob Rice was the ferryman for 40 years until his retirement in 1915. Bob was a fourth 
generation marshman and as well as the ferry he would look after the mill and carry out 
a daily inspection of the local marshes which were then ecclesiastical land and used for 
fattening cattle.

Bob’s father, Benjamin Rice, lived at the old thatched cottage at Ludham Bridge and it 
was here that Bob grew up. For a while, he went to sea as a fisherman but left this life 
to look after the cattle on the marshes. He used to walk 6 miles every day, summer and 
winter and is said to have covered 175,000 miles on foot by the time he retired.

There used to be a shallow bit of river opposite Thurne Dyke and Bob often helped out 
yachtsmen who had become stuck on the ‘putty’.”

Robert Rice’s obituary said that it was “Rice’s duty [involved] keeping a vigilant eye on 
the cattle and horses.” 
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St Benet’s Level Drainage Mill on the River Thurne 
where Robert Rice worked.
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Robert Rice’s obituary in the Yarmouth Independant on June 25th, 
1921.
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Violet Rice with her father Simeon Rice. Simeon lived between 
1827-1910 and was a grandson of Edward Rice (1755-1843) and 
Mary Oldman (1749-1838).

Violet Rice outside Rice Cottages in 
Staithe Road, Ludham.

Violet Rice, great granddaughter of 
Edward and Mary.
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.

Emmeline Rice (1891-1978) youngest 
child of Robert and Mary, and sister of 
Walter Rice.

Audrey Lincoln, daughter of 
Emmerline Rice and niece of Walter 
Rice.

Charlotte Rice, sister of Robert Rice 
and Aunt of Walter Rice.

Pamela Rice, cousin of Walter Rice.
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WALTER RICE & ETHEL ELLIOTT

Now we have uncovered the family history of Walter Rice and Ethel Elliott, it’s time to 
put their stories together.

Walter Rice (baptised as Walter Robert Rice) was born on the 24th November, 1872, 
and was the eldest son of Robert Rice and Mary Ann Tungate. His birthplace was 
Hickling, Ludham in Norfolk. 

Walter Rice’s baptism in 1873, when he would have been around 3 months old.

On an 1881 census, Walter Rice is aged eight and is living with his father Robert, 
mother Mary Ann, sister Ada Mary and brother Harry Edward. The family were 
living in Hickling, Norfolk at the time, with Walter’s father Robert working on the 
Thurn River as a marsh worker. 

There is talk within the family that Walter Rice lived in Baltimore for a while down 
the same street as Wallace Simpson. When looking for passenger records, I found 
several entries for a Walter Rice born in 1872 who sailed to America. Though, 
because passenger records don’t list the parents or exact birthplace, it’s really difficult 
to narrow it down whether any of the records belong to the correct person or not.

Thatched wooden boat houses in Hickling, Norfolk.
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Ethel Elliott (also known as Smith) was born in 1887, in a workhouse in Horncastle 
to Ann Smith. I don’t know how long Ethel or Ann stayed in the workhouse, but I 
can only imagine it must have been an incredibly tough start to her young life. Ethel’s 
parents were not married and her father Clark Elliott died aged 32, when Ethel was 
nine. 

At the same time of her father’s death, her mother Ann had the first of two daughters 
with George Westwood (Charlotte Smith). It appears George did not stick around 
even after the birth of half sister Betsy in 1899, so it’s likely Ethel didn’t have much 
of a father figure growing up. Though, she did live on and off with her maternal 
grandparents (Eldred and Miserreti) as well as her mother Ann and her sisters. 

In the 1901 census when Ethel was 13, she was living with her mother ‘Anna’, 
grandfather Eldred and her 2 sisters Betsy and Charlotte at 4 Monks Dyke Road in 
Louth.

Ethel’s mother was working as a glass hawker, and her grandfather as a clothes peg 
maker which were traditional Gypsy traditions. 

We know at the time Ethel had family on her father’s side also living in Louth, 
although we don’t know if they ever met. Though, it’s likely, given Gypsies stuck 
together and Louth is a small town. One thing we do know is that Ethel did not live 
the typical Gypsy lifestyle, as instead of travelling around in a wagon, she and her 
family lived in a house. Ethel’s granddaughter Marie Rice recalled that Ethel spoke 
Romany Gypsy. 

The 1901 Smith family census.
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Seven years later in 1908, 21-year-old Ethel married 35-year-old Walter Rice at The 
Parish Church in Grimsby.  

The 1908 church record of the marriage of Walter Rice and Ethel Elliott.

I actually discovered there were two men named ‘Walter Robert Rice’ born in the 
same place in the same year. The first Walter Robert Rice was born in January 1872 
to Emma Fairhead and Benjamin Rice. The second Walter Robert Rice was born in 
November 1872 to Mary Ann Tungate and Robert Rice. This created a bit of a pickle 
because I of course, wanted to make sure I got the right person. 

As it turns out, we are related to both men as the Rice family is quite widespread. 
However, what’s happened on Ancestry websites is that people have confused the two. 
So, although the older Walter Robert Rice married Annie Amelia Kate Wrenn and 
died in 1947 in Birmingham, many people have attached his death to our Walter. This 
of course can’t be correct, because they are two different people so they are not both 
going to have the same death records! So, if you have a look on any family history 
sites for yourself and find conflicting information - this is why but don’t worry it’s 
been thoroughly checked. 

Here’s another puzzle. On Walter and Ethel’s wedding register, it appears as if the 
word ‘deceased’ has been written on both Ethel and Walter’s father’s names. While we 
know this is true for Ethel’s because Clark Elliott died in 1896, this doesn’t appear to 
be the case for Robert Rice who actually died in 1921.

Explanations for this could include: 

A. It was a mistake. Perhaps the clerk filling out the certificate misheard or there was 
general confusion as one of the couple’s fathers (Clark Elliott) was actually deceased.
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After all, Ethel was illiterate so she wouldn’t have been able to tell what was written. 
We don’t know if they even had a copy of this record as it was kept in the church. 
Their actual marriage certificate could have said something different. 

B. Walter didn’t see eye to eye with Robert. Pure speculation here but it may explain 
why he dropped his middle name ‘Robert’ from official documents. Walter was also 
the first in a very long line of Rice’s who didn’t name a son after their father. Ethel was 
also the first in her family not to marry a Gypsy. Perhaps Robert didn’t approve of 
the marriage given Ethel was a Gypsy? Or perhaps they just didn’t like the name? It’s 
really difficult to say. 

C. It was just a case of preference. After all, not everyone with a middle name always 
uses it. Though usually they would on legal documents which Walter didn’t appear to 
use past birth. 

Personally from what I’ve found, ‘B’ sounds the most probable. Even today, it remains 
a scandal for a Gypsy to marry an outsider (known as a ‘Gorger’). Though, it was 
probably a bigger shock for the Rice’s who were very straight-laced. While the Elliott’s 
frequently made the news for their criminal activity, the Rice’s were only really 
mentioned in relation to their duty. While we’ll never know if the families did get on, 
the contrast of backgrounds must have been a shock for both families. Especially in 
those days! 

Another interesting point about this church record is it’s the first time we see Ethel 
referred to as ‘Elliott’ not ‘Smith’. It’s also the first legal document Ethel filled out 
herself (albeit her instructions as she was illiterate hence it says ‘her mark’), not 
her mother Anna. It could have been the case Ethel referred to herself all along as 
an Elliott. Given Ethel’s mother was unmarried, filling out documents would have 
been a difficult process because of the social judgement. Ethel wouldn’t really have 
that pressure. The Elliotts were also well to do at that point, so if she did have a 
relationship with her father’s side, perhaps she wanted to look more respectable in 
front of the Rices. Again, pure speculation but there must have been some reason she 
suddenly switched to calling herself Elliott. Though, as we know Gypsies were quite 
flexible with what they called themselves, so that could have even been it!

It was also curious how Walter married quite late for those times at age 35, whereas 
Ethel was just 21. I looked at some statistical data, which shows that in 1910, the 
average age a man got married was 25. While he could have just waited to settle 
down, it’s also possible Walter was married before this. Though, at the time of writing,
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I haven’t found any concrete evidence. He does, however, state his condition as a 
‘bachelor’ on his wedding certificate, which you can only do if you haven’t been 
married before. If I do find any information to the contrary, I will add it to the tree.

Neither Ethel nor Walter were originally from Grimsby, as Ethel was born in 
Horncastle and Walter was born in Norfolk. In Walter’s case, generations going back 
as far as records go show the Rices living in Norfolk. Never in Lincolnshire. Though, 
as we know from Robert Rice’s obituary family came from “far and wide” for his 
funeral, so it’s probable many of the Rices moved for work. Ethel had lived between 
Horncastle and Louth. Her mother Ann was born in Grimsby, so it’s likely she spent 
some time there too.

So why were they drawn to Grimsby? In the 1900s, a tenth of the UK’s fish came 
from Grimsby and over 21,000 people were employed in the local fishing industry. 
For Walter, a fisherman, it would have been a prime location to look for work. It was 
during this time that the town was at its most prosperous, with people moving from 
all over the country to live and work here. 

A picture of Grimsby taken in 1908, which is the same year Walter Rice married Ethel 
Elliott.
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In 1913, Walter and Ethel had their first child, a daughter called Agnitta named after 
Walter’s sister, ‘Agnetta’. Though sadly, Agnitta died at just a few days old at 22 Redhill. 
Her cause of death was marasmus, which means undernourishment causing a child’s 
weight to be significantly low for their age. 

N.B: Agnitta’s death certificate says she was ‘1 month old’ at the time of death, but 
I think this is the youngest age they give on death certificates, as her birth year was 
listed as 1913 and she died on 7th January 1913.

The death certificate of Agnitta Rice, Walter and Ethel’s first born child.

On the 28th July 1914, World War I broke out. From the documents I’ve found during 
this point, we know that Walter was working on naval vessels in and out of Grimsby 
as part of the war efforts. 

In July 1915, Walter and Ethel had a second child, a son named Walter. He died 
aged 5 months. His cause of death was listed as malnutrition caused by ineffective 
assimilation and exhaustion. The informant was not either of his parents, but a 
neighbour called E.J George who lived at 28 Redhill. 

The death certifcate of Walter Rice, Walter and Ethel’s second born child.
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Next to be born was son Harry in 1918, who was the couple’s first child to survive past 
childhood. 

In August of 1919, Walter was issued with a Mercantile Marine War Medal for his 
contributions to the war. Here’s some information I found about the medal.

“The Mercantile Marine War Medal was instituted by the Board of Trade and approved 
by the King to reward the war service of the officers and men of the Mercantile Marine 
who, while only trained as peacetime mariners, continued to serve while running the risk 
of being attacked at sea during the war.

One or more voyages through a danger zone during the war qualified a mariner for 
the award of the medal, as did service at sea for no less than six months between 4 
August 1914 and 11 November 1918. Men who served in coastal trades, such as pilots, 
fishermen and lightship and post office cable ship crews could also qualify. All recipients 
also received the British War Medal.

The Mercantile Marine War Medal is a disk, struck in bronze and 36 millimetres in 
diameter. The straight clasp non-swivelling suspender is attached to the medal with a 
single-toe claw mount and a pin through the upper edge of the medal. The recipient’s 
name only is impressed on the rim in sans-serif capital letters and the first given name is 
usually in full.”

The Mercantile Marine War Medal, which was 
awarded to Walter Rice in 1919.
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The National Archives' reference BT 351/1/118596

© Crown Copyright

Walter Rice’s WW1 medal record receipt. His year of birth is actually his baptism 
date. Walter became slightly flexible with his D.O.B when it came to his war records. 
A trait perhaps, he learned from Ethel’s side of the family! 

Top and right: Redhill where Ethel and 
Walter lived in Grimsby. The area was 
cleared for redevelopment in 1970.
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In November, 1919, daughter Olive was born. It is believed her name comes from the 
term ‘olive branch’, as she was born exactly a year after the war ended. 

In 1920, Walter and Ethel had a son called Fred. He survived until the age of eight 
months, when he died of malnutrition and convulsions, at The Fever Hospital in 
Scartho. This time, the death was reported by Ethel herself, and like on her marriage 
certificate was signed with a cross to represent her mark, as she couldn’t read or write. 
When Fred died, sister Olive would have been coming up to her second birthday. 

The death certificate of Fred Rice, son of Walter and Ethel.

Two years later in 1922, Sidney Rice was born healthy along with brothers Walter in 
1923 and Frank in 1926. That would have made Ethel approximately aged 39 when 
she had her last child, and Walter aged 53. 

The death of three babies was not the only tragic loss for Walter and Ethel. In 1936, 
son Harry died at age 18, which we believe was due to pneumonia caused by a cold or 
flu. As antibiotics didn’t become commonplace until the 1940s, there wouldn’t have 
been many ways to treat him. My mother recalls a story Olive would tell about Harry 
being a boxer and was otherwise very fit and strong. The front window of the house 
had to be removed to bring his coffin out. 

The burial record for Harry Rice.

Harry Rice was listed as a painter at the time of his death. He’s buried in Scartho 
Cemetery at 109 B 19. This section of the cemetery can be accessed through the path 
that runs next to Oasis Academy. Teresa Boylen remarked her father Frank Rice 
would often leave a wreath on Harry’s grave, a tradition she has since taken over.  
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Harry Rice’s grave in Scartho Cemetary. Note: At the time of 
writing a new cross is being arranged for Harry.
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I also discovered that Agnitta, Walter and Fred Rice are buried in the same grave 
together at Scartho Cemetery. Their grave number is 62 N 9. It’s a really beautiful spot 
under a tree. Coincidentally, the tree trunk splits into three at the top.

I had a plaque made with their names and ages. Whether it remains, depends on if 
the council spots it or not, as I don’t legally own the grave. 

While I was there I asked a groundskeeper if burying children in the same grave was 
common in those days. 

He told me that up to three children can be buried together, and that it was fortunate 
they were in the same plot as during the early 1900s it was common for babies to 
placed in with strangers. So even if the plaque is taken at least the three children are 
together. 

You can only imagine how difficult it would have been for Ethel and Walter to return 
to the same spot three times after each child had perished. Then to return again 16 
years after Fred died to lay Harry to rest just a few hundred feet to the side of their 
babies.

Walter and Ethel had a total of eight children which were Agnitta (1913-1913), Walter 
(1915-1915), Harry (1918-1936), Olive (1919-2013), Fred (1920-1921), Sidney (1922-
1998), Walter (1923-2012), and Frank (1926-2010).

The burial plot of Agnitta, Walter and Fred Rice at Scartho Cemetary.
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A close-up of the grave. If the plaque is taken down and you’d like to find the location, 
the cross to the right says Allen Sparkes.

The plaque marking the grave of Agnitta, Walter and Fred 
Rice.
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Ethel Rice, nee Elliott.
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Harry Rice Frank Rice

Walter Rice Sidney Rice
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Ethel and Walter primarily lived in an area of Grimsby that is no longer there called 
Redhill. It got its name because the area was a Labour stronghold. I managed to find 
images of the area which I converted into colour. Later on in a 1939 census Walter, 
Ethel and daughter Olive were living at 101 Haycroft Street, which must have been 
after Redhill. 

The 1939 census showing Walter, Ethel and daughter Olive living at 101 Haycroft 
Street, Grimsby.

A street party in Haycroft Street, Grimsby in 1957.

98



While Ethel was a settled Gypsy, the research I have done into Gypsy life shows 
that women are solely responsible for keeping a tidy house and looking after their 
husband. They typically do not work or earn any money for themselves. From a very 
young age, they are taught how to keep the home immaculate. As Ethel married a 
non-Gypsy (the first out of her family to do so) it’s a curious thought whether she 
stuck to this or not, especially as Ethel apparently worked down the docks for a while. 
Plus, we know her parents had typical Gypsy occupations too.  

Later in the year of 1939, World War II broke out. Walter Rice worked as an engineer 
during the war efforts, namely on naval vessels. On Saturday, September 7th 1940, 
GY55 known as Salacon was joining a convoy of ships heading north. Not long after 
setting sail whilst in the North Sea, Salacon struck a mine and sank. The location was 
approximately 9.8km south-east of Spurn Point. 

Hull Daily Mail, 9th September 1940.
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Eight of the twelve man crew died instantly, including Chief Engineer Walter Rice 
who was the oldest on board. One of the other convoy ships managed to rescue the 
four survivors. 

News of the tragedy was announced a few days later, written in small print at the 
bottom corner of a page in The Hull Daily Mail. It read: “Eight men are missing from 
the Grimsby trawler Salacon which was sunk by a mine in the North Sea on Saturday 
morning. 

“Shortly after leaving port, four survivors returned, having been picked up by another 
ship’s boat.”

[Survivor] Walter Johnson said: “When we got on deck the water was up to the winch 
and the stern was on fire. 

“I cannot swim a stroke, but I grabbed a lifebelt and was picked with the other survivors 
20 minutes later.”

Four men survived the blast but sadly, Walter Rice alongside Arthur William Cook 
(52), Alfred William Hallam (63), Frederick Joel (50), Dennis O’Connor (22), Robert 
Henry Sjoholm (29), David Fowler Squire (39) and Alfred William Wingfield (44) 
died in the blast.

The wreck of Salacon still lies in the River Humber today. Although the body of 
Walter and his crewmates were never recovered, there is a memorial of the men in 
Tower Hill London, commemorating “the men of the Merchant Navy and Fishing 
Fleets who have no grave but the sea.” The memorial bears the name of Walter Rice 
and is also home to the names of 50,700 other merchant seamen who lost their lives 
during both world wars. More than 35,800 of them have no known grave. 

Arthur Elijah Tungate, Walter’s maternal uncle also is commemorated here. On the 
20th May 1915, Arthur, aged 54, was on a steam trawler called Sabrina. He drowned 
as a result of an attack by an enemy submarine, 160 miles (67.5°) from Spurn 
Lightvessel.

All nine men on board were lost, with the youngest being just 15. Although born in 
Hickling, Norfolk, Arthur was living in Hull at the time of his death along with his 
wife Emmeline Tungate. 

100



Further information on Salacon.

Walter Rice on the ‘deceased seamen’ register.
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Tower Hill Memorial in London.

The memorial to Walter Rice, which can be found on panel 129.
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Salacon Way in Grimsby’s East Marsh is a tribute to the sunken Salacon vessel that 
Walter Rice perished on. Amazingly, when I posted the above story on a Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes history group on Facebook, the grandson of the skipper saw it and sent 
me a message. 

There is also a group called ‘Grimsby’s Lost Ships of WW1’ who have found wrecks 
of some vessels. Although they haven’t come across Salacon (which was WW2), the 
images and video they have created of what they have found are worth checking out. 
They have so far come across 307 lost vessels in the North Sea. The Grimsby fishing 
fleets that went out during the war cleared 34,000 mines at a cost of more than 2,300 
lives.

For Walter’s wife Ethel and their children Olive (20), Sidney (18), Walter (16), and 
Frank (13) who were left behind, we can only imagine how difficult his death must 
have been. At the time, son Frank was in Gainsborough having been evacuated in 
the war. Frank’s daughter Marie Rice recalls how he was told of the Salacon’s sinking 
by a classmate, and after which he ran out of the school and never went back. When 
he asked his mother Ethel why she didn’t tell him, she replied: “I didn’t want to upset 
you.” 

It was almost five years to the day of Walter’s death that the war ended on the 5th 
September 1945. The River Humber was littered with mines during the war, and they 
are still being discovered to this day. Usually, they wash up on the beach and the army 
bomb disposal team has to be called in to safely explode them. Ironically, a recent one 
washed up on the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  

Just some further elaboration on Walter’s age too. He himself listed on the 1939 
census that his birthday was the 24th November 1872. We know this is correct 
because he was living with Ethel and Olive in Grimsby, and it’s also what I found on 
his birth records too. Yet, when he died it said he was 65 years old in the newspaper 
article and it also says this on the Tower Hill memorial to him. I believe this is a 
mistake and that he was 67 at the time he died, because when you subtract 1940 from 
1872 (bearing in mind he died in September and his birthday was in November) that 
equals 67, not 65.

The maximum age to fight in the war was 41. As Walter was out on a ship in the 
Humber and not the trenches the age limit to serve in the war efforts could have been 
higher. One theory is that perhaps the maximum age limit was 65 and so he altered 
his details to be able to go out to sea. While this is pure speculation, it does seem
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probable given Walter listed his own date of birth as 1872 in every other record I have 
of him.

Even on his wedding certificate to Ethel, Walter states he’s 35 years old in 1908, which 
again puts his birthday at 1872 (it was January when they got married so he hadn’t 
had a birthday yet). Either that or it was a mistake on the government’s part, though 
this seems unlikely given the war records would go on the information Walter signed 
up with. 

Also, on official documents he even changes the day he was born on too. Even though 
he’s living in the same place with Ethel, so it’s most definitely him.  There must have 
been a reason for this, but we’ll never know.

Ethel Elliott (Rice) died 17 years after husband Walter in 1957 in Grimsby, aged 69. 
Her cause of death was a brain haemorrhage which we believed happened after a fall. 
Her death was reported by her son Frank Rice. 

Ethel Elliott’s (Rice) death certificate. She is buried in Scartho Cemetery in Grimsby 
at plot 143-E-13. 

As Walter was lost at sea, there is no grave for him. However, the war memorial at 
Tower Hill bears his name. If you plan on visiting it, the Salacon memorial is on panel 
129. Look out for Arthur Elijah Tungate while you are there, who is Walter’s uncle 
who died in similar circumstances four months before him.

Sadly I could not find any pictures that exist of Walter. But if anyone ever comes 
across one, I will add it onto the tree.
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Ethel Rice’s grave at Scartho Cemetary.
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THE CHILDREN OF WALTER RICE & ETHEL ELLIOTT

The marriage of Walter Rice and Ethel Elliott produced 11 grandchildren and 
(approximately) 21 great-grandchildren, through their four surviving children Olive, 
Sidney, Walter and Frank. While Olive, Sidney and Frank remained in Lincolnshire 
and Walter lived in Yorkshire, they did occasionally meet up. The last time was when 
Frank visited Olive for her 90th birthday party in 2009.

Let’s take a closer look at their four surviving children. 

Olive Rice 

Olive Rice was born the year after brother Harry in 1919. She married Albert Charles 
Hurst who was a labourer in March 1941. During the same year, daughter Wendy 
(1941-2017) was born and sister Lorraine (1944-2011) followed a couple of years 
later. Olive had two more children Linda (1947-L) and Martin (1950-L). Olive then 
met Arthur Buchan, a deckhand from Peterhead in Scotland. 

Given Olive’s occupation in the 1939 census listed she was as a ‘barmaid’ it is likely 
she met Arthur (known to the family as ‘Buchan’) in a pub. Though we’ll never know 
the real story.  Arthur Buchan was originally married to a woman called Elizabeth 
Lond. As far as I can tell, neither Olive nor Arthur officially divorced their spouses. 
Olive and Arthur had a daughter named Sharon Hurst in 1958. Olive and Buchan 
remained a couple until Arthur died in 1999. 

Coincidentally, my mother (Sharon Hurst) met a long lost relative of Arthur Buchan 
during a chance meeting in Sainsbury’s in St Peter’s Avenue in Cleethorpes in around 
2010. It turned out the man called Alex Winton was Buchan’s cousin. He later 
provided photos and information of the family going back several generations. Alex is 
quite elderly now but the two kept in touch for a while.

Throughout her life, Olive mostly lived in the same areas of Grimsby. She was born in 
Redhill, lived in Haycroft Street, Chantry Lane and Boulevard Gardens. All of which 
are within a couple of minutes walk of each other. 

Olive passed away aged 93 in 2013 and was buried with Buchan at Scartho Cemetery 
in Grimsby. Their headstone reads: “Partners together again”. 
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Arthur Buchan, who was from 
Peterhead in Scotland.

Albert Hurst, husband of Olive and 
father of Lorraine and Wendy.

Olive and Buchan in 1982.

Olive in her later years.
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Sidney Rice

Sidney Rice was born in 1922. He married Florence Hurst who was Albert Hurst’s 
sister and had a daughter called Christine. Sidney and Florence or ‘Flo’ as she was 
known, divorced. Sidney then married Ivy Godney in 1956. 

Not much is known about Sidney’s life or work, though many pictures exist of him 
hanging out with his brother Walter. Christine also has a picture of her with her 
father taken in Cleethorpes in the 1940s which I was able to restore for her. I briefly 
remember going to Sidney and Ivy’s home aged about 6/7 when Olive took me. I 
recall Ivy was a keen knitter and gave me a doll she had made out of wool. Sidney 
died not long after this in 1998. 

Sidney Rice with daughter Christine.
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Ivy and Sidney with Jean, who was the wife of brother Walter.

Sidney and Walter Rice.
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Mary Ann RevellJames Hurst

Florence HurstAlbert Hurst Olive Rice Sidney Rice

Walter Rice Ethel Elliott

?
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Hurst/Rice family crossover



Florence and Albert Hurst as children 
with their mother Mary Ann Revell.

Mary Ann Revell, mother of Florence 
Hurst who would have been mother in 
law to Sidney and Olive Rice.

Albert and Florence Hurst.

Florence Hurst.
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Walter Rice

Walter Rice was born in 1923 and was the second son born to Ethel and Walter to be 
given his father’s name. During the second world war, Walter was posted to Skipton 
in Yorkshire, where he served in the Duke of Wellington Regiment. It was here that 
he met wife Jean Oldfield and they married in 1945. Jean decided she didn’t like the 
name Walter so called him John.

Walter and Jean married in 1945. They had two sons John - who you will know better 
as Stuart and Anthony. What happened is because Walter was now also known as 
‘John’ it soon caused havoc! So son John changed his name from ‘John Stuart Rice’ to 
‘Stuart Rice’ to ease the confusion.

In the 1939 census, Jean listed her occupation as a ‘cotton thread spool winder’. Jean 
was one of five children. Son Stuart remarked she was a “whizz with money”. 

Walter had several jobs including working on the railways which Stuart supplied 
a picture of. He also drove a milk wagon and worked in a bakery where he would 
deliver goods throughout the Yorkshire dales. In 1958, Walter then became a 
postman. Walter and Jean sold up the house and bought a fish shop in Bradford. 

Walter’s nieces and nephews remember him as a very kind man who was also a bit 
of a joker. He used to take all the kids to the shop and say: “ Here, there’s a penny 
between you!”

Jean died in 2004, and Walter Rice died in 2012. 

The 1939 census showing Jean Oldfield (later crossed out as ‘Rice’) living at 17 
Pembroke Street, Skipton.
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Walter Rice and Jean Oldfield on their wedding day.

Walter Rice (front) working on the railway.
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Frank Rice

Frank Rice was born in 1926. He was the eighth and also the youngest child born to 
Ethel Elliott and Walter Rice. Frank was just 13 when the second world war broke out, 
and he was evacuated to Gainsborough. It was while he was there that he found out 
about his father’s death. A classmate told him the news. Frank ran out of school and 
never went back after hearing what had happened to Walter on the Salacon. 

It was at this point that Frank adopted his sense of duty, a trait that would stay with 
him throughout the rest of his life, as he joined the army aged just 14. This was 
despite the age of conscription being 18. 

Marie Rice recalls Frank spent a lot of time in army prison because he’d go over the 
wall dancing with his good shoes. Brother Walter went to the authorities because 
Frank was underage. When they found out Frank was just 15, the brigadier shouted: 
“Get that lad out of jail!” Frank was thrown out of the army for being too young. He 
then joined again at 17. 

In 1945, Frank married Kathleen Mary Codd. The marriage was announced by 
Frank’s mother Ethel, who told the pair: “You’re getting married on Saturday!” Frank 
got a special licence to get married because he was going to Palestine imminently. 
Kathleen, known fondly as Aunty Kathy, didn’t see Frank for two years after their 
wedding. The marriage produced three children, Marie, Teresa and Michael. 

Frank continued to serve in the war efforts, twice being mentioned in dispatches. If 
a soldier is mentioned in dispatches, he or she is considered to have been extremely 
brave in a battle and is recommended for a medal. 

Son Michael Rice recalled: “After the war in Cairo he ran the officers’ mess. While he 
was there an Arab stole Frank’s weapon out of his holster. He was firing at Frank but 
didn’t hit him. Frank continued to pursue him. He was being watched by a colonel on the 
roof. Not only did he get his weapon back but came across a haul of weapons.

Frank once popped up from the parapet and was shot at. It knocked him out and the 
bullet went through the helmet and killed a man behind him who was eating rice 
pudding.” 
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Walter Rice and wife Kathleen. Frank Rice during the war.

A family trip to the beach for Frank, Walter, Kathleen and their children.
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Frank, Olive and Walter Rice.

Frank’s longing to serve continued long after the war. Firstly as an ambulance driver, 
and later as a Labour councillor. He was also made Honorary Alderman. 

Marie Rice said her father’s journey into politics began while he was living in Rutland 
Street after a row ensued with a neighbour who had a warehouse across the street. 
Frank wanted to learn about planning permission because of the situation, and this 
sparked his interest in the field. 

Rutland Street was like it is today, an impoverished part of the East Marsh that has 
a high crime and poverty level. Despite this, Frank didn’t want to move as daughter 
Marie said: “They were his people”.  

Kathleen Codd died in 1998 aged 72. Twelve years later in 2010, Frank died aged 84. 
His funeral was attended by many council dignitaries, including the MP for Great 
Grimsby at the time, Austin Mitchell. One of the comments made during his obituary 
is that Frank could never eat a meal in peace, as he was always involved in his politics 
helping his constituents. Whether it was a knock at the door or a phone call, he’d 
never ignore it. 

An online tribute to Frank by his former colleague David Hopkinson reads: “On 
behalf of all staff of the housing dept at the former Grimsby B Council, I pay tribute 
to Frank who served as Vice Chairman of the Housing Committee for so many years. 
A perfect gentleman, who had the respect of all of us, for his dedication to the housing 
cause in Grimsby. We had a perfect officer/councillor relationship, which so helped 
further all our work and ambitions for the betterment of Grimsby”.

The End.
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Frank, Olive and Walter Rice.
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Elliott & Rice: A Complete 
History looks at the family trees 
of Ethel Elliott and Walter Rice.  
Through two years of research 
and interviews with some of their 
descendants, we can now uncover 
more about their life and those who 
came before them. It is a book to 
be read, shared and enjoyed with 
current and future generations. 


